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secured, and with the hope that the step now taken will in due time
lead to the union of the interests of the whole of His Majesty's
Dominions in South Africa." The Union of South Africa was thus
from the beginning laid down as the ultimate object of the policy,
and it was to be achieved after what at the time would have been
considered the incredibly short interval of three years. Six months
later the Orange Free State received a constitution similar to
that of the Transvaal, and this was accepted without opposition as
the logical consequence of the first step. Europeans who had taken
a malicious pleasure in the discomfiture of the British army in South
Africa looked on in bewilderment and said more than ever that British
methods were past understanding. Some British said the same when,
contrary to expectation, the first elections in the Transvaal gave a
Boer majority, and installed General Botha in power as first Prime
Minister. It was actually the fact that he was placed in this position
by British voters who liked and trusted him, and voted for Dutch
candidates in constituencies which had confidently been marked as
British. Botha repaid this trust, and he had not been long in power
before it was generally recognized to be the greatest of the many
blessings in disguise which attended South African policy in these years
that the transition to free institutions was in the hands of a great
Dutch leader who, having given his word, could be relied upon not
to go back on it.